Dear Family & Friends:

“You shall walk after the LORD your God and fear him and keep his commandments and obey his voice, and you shall
serve him and hold fast to him..but if one you love entices you to serve other gods which neither you nor your fathers
have known, some of the gods of the peoples around you - you shall not yield to him or listen to him."Deuteronomy 13

Recently we invited and received dear friends and colleagues in prayer from Croatia, Romania and the US to Athens. Our
purpose in gathering was to seek the Lord's voice and pray for and bless the city. We have known each person of this
small group for decades and hold them in high regard and trust. We have been visiting with them over the last couple of
years with an intent of realizing how we may better empower and support each other in our respective cities. We were
overwhelmed by the voice of our Father during the four days of our time together.

Prior to gathering in Athens, we had time on Zoom to focus our attention on our identity and purpose in his kingdom -
by listening. Listening for his voice in Scripture, in listening prayer, as well as in the reflections and insight within our
group. These virtual moments helped calibrate our time while physically together in Athens as we engaged with the
express intent to “touch” the people we encountered. Once on the streets and shops and squares in Athens, it was as if
people had been waiting on us to arrive with what we had to offer.

How could this be? Why was the Estonian businesswoman on the metro so agreeable to receive our kind word and
prayer for her and her administrative assistant. Why did Angeliki, a weathered Greek woman who had suffered the loss of
her husband and daughter, nestle into our arms for prayer and assurance of Christ's awareness of her pain? Why did the
Palestinian man, Ali, share his bread crumbs that he fed to the pigeons with us and his prayer to Allah (that feeding the
birds would assure Allah’'s promise to feed him) - and receive our prayer and words of Jesus? Our words, our touches,
our blessings in the name of Jesus were received over and over again as we merely walked the city. Perhaps we
experienced such readiness because we came in the Spirit to pause the distractions of other voices so that we all could
hear the One Voice.

Clearly, prayer-walking in one’s city does not mean “walking by” in a passive way. Our prayers included our conversations
with people, our sharing with people, our listening to their stories, and most significantly (in our view), our deeply sourced
tears for people. It is clear that the city is filled with people who do not know the voice of their Father. Their own
Father...in our own city. Is there any wonder that there is so much disorientation in our neighbors’ lives. And some
peoples’ situations are so heartbreaking that it seems almost impossible to engage - like the semi-conscious boys and
middle-aged women waiting on the street curb for their next “trick.” Or the affluent tourists who come for the ultimate
Instagram post. The competition opposing the Voice of our Father is violent, yet we are compelled to step into the
crossfire in order to reveal his voice in and through our words, touch, embrace and quite often, tears.

What is next after such a time together in Athens? For us, it is a renewed affirmation that God loves the people of our
city. And also, it is clear that the people of the city are much more inclined to listen to the LORD than a passive and
presumptive observer would judge. The “noise” of other gods does not satisfy or comfort or regard or value or challenge
or claim as “my son or daughter” like the Voice of a loving and determined Father. Along with this affirmation, we realize
that we must go to where the people are, so that we may see their situation and hear their stories. And in going to them,
taking with us the gospel of Jesus - the voice that invites one to the way, the truth, and real life.

We continue to pray and imagine with this prayer team how we may grow in our purpose locally and in each other's
cities. We already see this group growing and expanding to other places - but not from our doing, but because the
LORD is aggressively raising up others with his mighty Voice.

The Father loves Athens and he loves your city. May his voice resonate through us all and may our neighbors know that

they are dearly loved through our overt presence and purpose among them. Much love, phil&rebecca

Philip & Rebecca Jackson
"Blessed is the one whose trust is in the LORD, whose confidence is in him."
Jeremiah 17:7



